REMINISCENCES

venture to give to the world the correspondence jnst as
its writers left it. I believe Charles Reade and Charles
Mathews became good friends after the interchange of
letters; and that Reade bore no malice for the sharp
tonches which he had received from the light hand of
the incomparable comedian.

Charles Reade's novels were very popular in America;
indeed, they got their fnll recognition there before they
got it in Reade's own country. The manager of an
American lecture agency was very anxious to induce
Reade to give a series of lectures in the United States.
That was one of his objects in making a visit to Eng-
land. I had known him on the other side of the ocean;
and I met him also on this side. He told me of his idea
with regard to Charles Reade, and I thought it a very
good idea, if only Reade could be induced to undertake
the enterprise. Some time after, I met my American
friend again, and I asked him what had been the result
of his visit to Charles Reade.

He shook his head, and told me the visit had been a
dead failure. I said I felt sorry, but that I had thought
it would be so, as I did not believe Reade could be in-
duced to deliver lectures. My friend, however, ex-
plained to me that there was no difficulty of that kind,
that Reade was very willing to undertake the course of
lectures; but that his terms were absolutely impossible.
Then he went on to tell me that Reade asked him how
much Dickens had received for his American readings ;
and when he was told the amount, or the approximate
amount, he said he would undertake the project if he
were guaranteed an equal sum. The American agent
pointed out to him that the success of Dickens as a
reader in America had been something beyond all com-
parison or competition, and that no other author, how-
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